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Marshall McLuhan explored historical effects of new media on the trivium (grammar, logic and rhetoric) and the quadrivium (geometry, astronomy, arithmetic and music) - or the arts and sciences - and implications for those effects on

SUMS ®) . . . fe et .
o knowledge and culture then and today. VMMI proposes to continue these explorations, with a new focus: Knowledge Organization and Cultural Computing. More 07.01.2020
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— Clicking on the terms in Topic Maps (TM) provides one short-cut method of entering into the SUMS demos.

Alphabets of Life ®

Alphabets of Life Videos ®
For further information:

9and 11 ® Dr. Kim H. Veltman

Sophianics ® Scientific Director President .
VMMI SUMS Corporation, c/o OLA
Europalaan 73 10 Wellington St. East, Suite 201
Maastricht, 6226 CN Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1C8
Netherlands Canada
Tel. +31-(0) 43- 363-5574 kim_veltman@hotmail.com Tel. (416) 363- 3388
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me ®
™S - Kim H. Veltman is Scientific Director of VMMI (Virtual Maastricht McLuhan Institute); author and consultant on implications of new media for scholarship, culture and society. He
- has taught at the universities of Gottingen, Rome, Carleton; was Director of the Perspective Unit, McLuhan Program, Toronto (1990-1996), and Director of the Maastricht McLuhan
irspective ® Institute (1998-2004). He has worked as a consultant in new media for the CEO of Bell Media Linx (1996-1998), and for the director of advanced technologies at Nortel Networks
(1995-1998).
onardo Studies (O]
w Media ® Trained in history and philosophy of science, culture and art, he spent twenty years as a post-doctoral fellow with support from the Canada Council, the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada, the Wellcome Trust, the Volkswagen, Alexander von Humboldt, Thyssen and Gerda Henkel Foundations, and the Getty Trust. His
'w Models of Culture ® research began with two historical topics: the history of perspective, and Leonardo da Vinci. Confronted with the limitations of print media in presenting the results of his research,
Culture Net ® he began writing on new media with respect to scholarship and culture and on new means of access to knowledge. During the 1980s, he began studying new models of culture
= which go beyond the limits of euro-centric and asian-centric approaches. Since 2004, this theme has become central to his studies, focussed on cosmology and alphabets. This
AMI ® led to lectures, several articles and a major book on Alphabets of Life.
sLuhan Links ®

He is author of 4 published books; 12 electronic books; 2 books in press; 82 articles in books; 24 articles in refereed journals; 5 articles; 79 electronic articles, 16 reviews and 10
vision statements. For the past 40 years, he has lectured in five languages on the five continents on possibilities and dangers of new media with respect to cultural and historical
dimensions of knowledge organization, semantics and multiple models of culture.

iderstanding New Media (O]

His initial prototoype of a System for Universal Media Searching (SUMS) represented Canada at the G7 exhibitions in Brussels and Halifax (1995). In 1996, SUMS was chosen as
part of G8 pilot project 5: Multimedia Access to World Cultural Heritage and represented Canada at the G8 Information Society and Developing Countries (ISAD) Conference in
Midrand. In conjunction with Twinscorp (Smolensk), this prototype has been extended to include Perspective, New Media and New Models of Culture, has led to experiments with
omnilinks and is leading to new interplay between physical books, electronic books, databases and internet resources. Between 2006 and 2013, a series of 75 Thoughts outlined a
future system of Open SUMS.

shabets of Life ®

He advised and helped the EC on their MOU for Culture and their MEDICI programme, was invited to join the EC's delegations to Japan, Egypt and China. He founded and directed E-Culture Net as a Thematic Network. He is a senior
shabets of Life Videos ® advisor to the Kulenovich Collection.

d 11
= e He is a member of the International Who's Who of Professionals. In 1996, he was awarded the International Capire Prize for a Creative Future in the area of science and art integration. In 1998, he received a Learning Partnership

)phianics ® Award (Toronto) and a Prix des Initiatives from Université d'été de la Communication (Hourtin). In November 2009, he was awarded a Silver Order: “Service for the Arts”, International Academy of Culture and Art (Moscow).

In 2015, he was awarded the Satija Research Foundation in Library and Information Science (SRFLIS), Delhi: World Media and Library Leaders Lifetime Achievement Award.

On 24 November 2018, the director was awarded a Best Researcher Award by the IOSRD (International Organization of Scientific Research and Development) in Hyderabad, India.

A short cv and a comprehensive curriculum vitae are available.
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Annual Letter 2019

07.01.2020
Christel llse Gerhard in Memoriam (1931-2019)

24.02.2019
Annual Letter 2018

24.02.2019
In Memoriam: Giuseppa Saccaro del Buffa Battisti (1930-2018).
16.12.2017

Annual Letter 2017

25.10.2017
Friendship, Love and God. Becoming Human through Body, Mind and Spirit

20.08.2015
Full Interview With Kim H. Veltman at SBE
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SUMS » Virtual Maastricht McLuhan Institute (VMMI) p—
T = While there is much study of new media, knowledge organisation and cultural computing are two areas that require much further research. 4Bios
» N
5 = Knowledge Organization 07.01.2020
Leonardo Studies ¥ g 9 Annual Letter 2019
New Media ® Marshall McLuhan drew attention to the limitations of print media. While electronic media potentially offer ways beyond these limitations, many projects today simply continue using the limitations of the previous media just 07.01.2020
as McLuhan warned. Christel lise Gerhard in Memoriam
New Models of Culture ® (1931-2019)
E-Culture Net o The early enthusiasts of computing (Engelbart, Quillian, Nelson, Wood) recognized that computers entailed a new chapter in the history of linking: indeed that links in terms of relations are central to definitions of knowledge 24.02.2019
and that the new media ultimately require a fundamental re-organization of knowledge; that hypertext and hypermedia were the tip of a new augmented knowledge. nnuel Eatton 010
VMMI ®
McLuhan Links ® The semantic web today uses triples (tryadic, 3), which permits sharing of information, but only information that is assumed to be true. This entails statements and propositions about entities and their relations in terms of
taxonomy (is a), partonomy (has a) and, in general terms, properties. As a result the Semantic Web addresses questions of Who? and What? but does not deal with activities and dimensions. Or, to use the distinctions of
Understanding New Media ¥ Perreault, the semantic web today deals with subsumptive relations, but not with determinative and ordinal relations. Hence, it tends to define knowledge as entities (taxonomy, partonomy, properties) and to dismiss the rest

e as data. Information requires tryadic (3) systems to deal with Who? and What?. Knowledge requires hexadic (6) systems to deal with Who?, What?, Where?, When?, How? and Why?.

=

History

®

To create its system the semantic web uses logic in terms of semantic primitives and semantic relations. The good news is that this creates a solid system for machine to machine (M2M) communication. So semantic is
used in a very specific sense, namely, the logical meanings of instructions that the computer needs to process actions and transactions. This approach seeks commercialisation in the area of Entreprise Application
Integration (EALl), as i.e. evident in the Semantically Enabled Serice-Oriented Architecture (SEMA).The seemingly good news is that this leads to a static system, which is always frue and can be sold as a web of trust.

— Unfortunately, this completely overlooks the insights of science and philosophy especially of the past century (e.g. Heisenberg, Polanyi, Lorenz, Cassirer, Whitehead, Popper) and indeed ignores major trends in computing
(Turing, systems theory, cybernetics, complexity).

Alphabets of Life ®
. = On the positive side, there are a number of new trends that address the technological limitations of the present fashions of the day: autonomic computing, evolutionary computing, natural computing and organic computing.
phabets of Life Videos ®
9and 11 ® Our concerns are with the human side and the implications for human knowledge: not just digital libraries and e-science, which reproduce the limits of the past, but new systems and new access. Here the bad news is that
the semantic web of today has nothing to do with human meanings, with human interpretations, and hence has nothing do with dictionaries, encyclopaedias, history or culture. Worse, the system of triples, on which the
Sophianics ® semantic web is based, deals with information and not knowledge. It has no way to test the truth of statements beyond their logic. Ultimately it is a threat to the very idea of knowledge and ignores different traditions of

knowledge and ways of knowing.

Indeed the whole approach of the semantic web pretends that there is one system of knowledge. one logic and ultimately one kind of interface, that applies to all machines and persons. This model pretends that the way a
Buddhist looks at a Zen garden, the way a Russian Orthodox believer looks at an Icon; the way a European looks at art or cartoons are identical. Stated in dramatic terms, the logic of the semantic web today is that culture
is irrelevant to its system. Hence, it ignores the unique expressions of individuals that inspire local and regional diversity around the world; that are the basis of tourism in economic terms and are ultimately our highest
symbols of human freedom. The semantic web is creating a system where semantic entails only the effects of instructions; where actual meanings are meaningless. Our concern is to create new systems, which reflect
dynamic knowledge organization and different ways of knowing.

Cultural Computing

Our concern is to explore models, which address semantic in its original 19 th century sense as a science of meaning, when it was linked with a number of other disciplines including semiotics, semasiology, lexicology,
lexicography and onomasiology. This entails much more than humanities computing as it is now defined, which deals mainly with text. [ i] How can we create systems that continue giving access to alternative views; to
unique insights as opposed to official claims? How can we create systems that strive for truth, which also provide alternative attributions; acknowledge levels of truth, levels of claims, levels of certainty, levels of quality?
How can we create systems that entail more than striking images of hits and give us ordered access to our long and changing history of changing meaning, interpretation and ultimately wisdom? How can we create
systems provide us a history and etymology down to the level of individual letters which are the building blocks of all knowledge?

McLuhan explored historical effects of media on the trivium (grammar, logic and rhetoric). VMMI explores how new media affect both the trivium and quadrivium, and implications for knowledge and culture today.

[i] Work on projects such as the Dictionary of Old English (DOE), and Records of Early English Drama (REED) in the early 1980s were among the factors that inspired scholars such as lan Lancashire, Willard McCarty and
individuals such as Yuri Rubinsky to lay the cornerstones for what has emerged as Humanities Computing. At a very practical level this explored how new methods such as Standardized General Markup Language (SGML)
could be used to provide new analytical tools for the understanding of text.. This led in the short term to tools such as TACT, and in the longer term to awareness of a need for new metadata standards. This inspired the
Dublin Core Metadata Initiative which took a pragmatic view towards solutions.
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